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Modifier: A substance that can alter the course of carcinogenesis.
Morbidity: The condition of being diseased, or the incidence or
prevalence of some particular disease. The morbidity rate is
equivalent to the incidence rate.
Mortality: The number of overall deaths, or deaths from a specific
disease, usually expressed as a rate, i.e., the number of deaths
from a disease In a given population during a specified period,
divided by the average number of people exposed to the disease and
at risk of dying from the disease during that time.
Mutagen: A chemical or physical agent that interacts with DNA to cause
a permanent, transmissible change in the genetic material of a cell.
Multiple myeloma: A malignant neoplasm of plasma cells usually arising
in the bone marrow. Also called myelomatosis.
Neoplasm: A new growth of tissue with the potential for uncontrolled
and progressive growth. A neoplasm may be benign or malignant.
Nutrient: A component of food (e.g., protein, fat, carbohydrates,
vitamins, minerals) that provides nourishment for growth and
maintenance of the organism.
Nutrition: The sum of the processes by which an organism utilizes the
chemical components of food (which may or may not be synthesized in
vivo) through metabolism to maintain the structural and biochemical
integrity of its cells, thereby ensuring its viability and repro-
ductive potential.
Papilloma: A benign epithelial neoplasm.
Per capita intake: See food disappearance data.
Permissible residue: The quantity of a residue (e.g., a pesticide
residue in or on a food crop) permitted when the product is
first made available for consumption. The value may be calculated
from the ADI (See acceptable daily intake).
Precancerous lesion: A lesion or visible abnormality that has a
significant probability of later developing into cancer.
Prevalence (point prevalence): The number of existing cases of a dis-
ease, usually expressed as a proportion, i.e., number of cases of
a disease in a given population at a specified time, divided by the
estimated number of eligible persons in the population at that same
time.

